FROM CHARLEMAGNE TO ABELARD
No single cathedral establishment can show an unbroken
line of scholastic descent from Charlemagne to Abelard.
Rheims and Chartres were the two which most nearly
achieved full continuity. The annals which Charlemagne
had ordered to be written in every cathedral were continued
uninterruptedly at Rheims until 966; and by 980 Gerbert of
Aurillac was teaching there.
Gerbert is one of the great names in the history of scholar-
ship. Alive he was Stupor Mundi, and in death a whole cycle
of legend. He became Pope, but his personality was too terrific
to be lost in the official name of Sylvester II. Around such as
he legend gathers fast, and most of the legend was preserved
for posterity by William of Malmesbury. As became a
historian whose soul, as well as his body, was in the cloister,
William did not look any too kindly on Gerbert, for he held
that not even a Pope could be excused the supreme sin of
absconding from a monastery in his youth. Being Pope,
indeed, did but aggravate the offence, since it was notorious
that he held communion with devils and familiar spirits, and
that their malign influence, not the Holy Spirit's, was respon-
sible for his election. Which same was proved in the sight
of all men by his impious conduct in searching for, and
finding, the buried treasures of the Caesars in the underworld.
He was unable to bring them away, for the outrage was too
much for the divine powers who mightily intervened, which
clearly shows there is a limit to what even demons can do.
Yet Gerbert's demon had been powerful beyond the ordinary.
It belonged to Toledo, and Toledo was as famous for demons
as for swords, and a city much loved of Gerbert, for it had
received him when a fugitive from his abbey at Fleury. This
demon of Toledo, said William, made Gerbert what he was.
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